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Second Sunday of the Resurrection
of the Lord
John 20:26-31
Now a week later his disciples were
again inside and Thomas was with
them. Jesus came, although the doors
were locked, and stood in their midst
and said, "Peace be with you." Then
he said to Thomas, "Put your finger
here and see my hands, and bring your
hand and put it into my side, and do
not be unbelieving, but believe."
Thomas answered and said to him,
"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said
to him, "Have you come to believe
because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and have
believed." Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of (his) disciples
that are not written in this book. But these are written that you may
(come to) believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through this belief you may have life in his name. This is the Truth.
Peace be with you.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

Season of the
Resurrection

O Divine Ocean of Mercy and Compassion, be with us in our time of
trial and difficulties. Today I make an act of spiritual communion
with you, the Life-Giving Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. At
this time I am not able to receive the sacred body and blood of my
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, but I choose to live in union with
him and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. I offer my day, my daily life,
my joys and sorrows to you, for those around me, and for the whole
world. Be with us O life-giving Triune God, for we know that
nothing in this world has power over us. O Lover of all people, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.

Liturgical Intentions
4/18
4/19
4/25
4/26
5/2
5/3
5/9
5/10
5/17
5/23
5/24
5/30
5/31

Forty Day Mass for Maron Jacob,
requested by his children and their families
Mayer J. Slaiby, requested by Sam and Jane Slaiby
Robert Marcus, requested by Adla Keywan

Weekly Collection
Mailed weekly envelopes
$1540.00
$600.00 Donation
$500.00 Donation
Thank you!

Andrew and Edna Rossi, Sam and Jane Slaiby
Memorial Remembrance for
Tania Barakat Veleber,
requested by Maurice and Ninette Barakat and family
Birthday remembrance for Paul T. Keywan,
requested by his daughter Adla Keywan
William Slaiby, requested by Sam and Jane Slaiby
Maron Jacob, requested Adla Keywan

Smiling Corner

•

After explaining the
commandment to
honor your father and
mother, a Sunday
School teacher asked
her class if there was
a commandment that
teaches us how to
treat our brothers and
sisters, one boy, the
oldest in his family,
immediately answered, “Thou shalt
not kill.”

•

A Catholic boy and a
Jewish boy were
talking and the Catholic boy said, "My priest
knows more than your
rabbi." The Jewish boy
said, "Of course he
does, you tell him
everything."

•

Two blondes walk into
a salon and the
receptionist asks "Are
you sisters? And the
blondes reply "No we
aren't even catholic."

Maron Jacob, by his Goddaughter Karen Borla

Watch our Liturgies and video streaming on You Tube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0iycxFfWh6lHdlnaKVMPZQ?view_as=subscriber
As public Divine Liturgies and Bingo nights have ceased for the
well– being and safety concerns for our parish family, please
remember to continue to express your love and support for your
Church by mailing your weekly envelopes to the Church office at
613 Main St, Torrington CT 06790, by setting up online automatic
payments with your bank, or by donating online
following the link below.

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTM4NjQ=/
selection
Thank you for your continued love and support for your Church and
your Catholic faith!! Your generosity is impressive!
Always Praying with great hope that we will be reunited again soon in
the Church and our lives will return to normal.
We pray also for strength and healing to all who are affected by the
Covid 19 at homes or in the hospitals!

“If you can’t feed a Hundred people,
then just feed one.” (Saint Mother Theresa)

Reflection Corner
The Second Sunday of Easter is "New Sunday".
The Gospel recounted one of the PostResurrection appearances of Jesus Christ to his
disciples, where Jesus appears to his disciples,
coming through locked doors and says "Peace be
with you" breathing upon them the Holy Spirit and
communicating His authority to forgive sins.
However, Thomas was not present. The Beloved
disciple John records this exchange between the
Risen Lord and Thomas which follows: "Thomas,
called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples
said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said
to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands and put my finger into the nail marks and put
my hand into his side, I will not believe."
"Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came,
although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my
side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my
God!"
This encounter led to Thomas being called "Doubting Thomas"
Catholic Church Tradition tells us that so called "doubting Thomas" died a martyr for his faith. He
also became a messenger of Mercy to India, a missionary who shed his own blood for the Master
whom he encountered on that day. His insistence on touching the wounds presented the Disciple
John another opportunity to explain for all of us the implications of the Bodily Resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
Thomas´s response in his encounter with the Risen Lord, "My Lord and My God" reveals the heart
of prayer as a call to adoration and communion with God. It has become the exclamation for
millions, when faced with the Mystery of Mysteries, the Holy Eucharist at the elevation during
Mass. Thomas was not a doubter, rather he was a believer. And he is a model for all of us at
every Eucharist which is the Feast of Mercy. Pope St Gregory the Great who occupied the Chair
of Peter between 590 and 604 preached a marvelous homily on this encounter between Thomas and
the Risen Lord. In it he asked:
"What conclusion, dear brethren, do you come to?
Surely it was not by chance that this chosen disciple,
was missing in the first place? Or that on his return
he heard, that hearing he doubted, that doubting he
touched, and that touching he believed? It was by
divine dispensation and not by chance that things so
fell out. God´s Mercy worked wonderfully, for when
that doubting disciple touched his Master´s wounded
flesh he cured the wound of our disbelief... So this
doubting disciple, who actually touched, became a
witness to the reality of the resurrection"
We are invited to become living witnesses in our own day to the reality of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Thomas touched the wounded side of beloved Savior to heal the wounds of our own
disbelief. We were invited to approach the throne of Mercy and cry out with St. Thomas: "My Lord
and My God" (Jn 20:28). Those who do so are forever changed.

