Saint Maron Maronite Catholic Church
613 Main Street
Torrington, CT 06790

Email: stmaronchurchtorrington@gmail.com
Office: (860)-489 9015

Thursday, December 24, 2020
Friday, December 25, 2020
Saturday, December 26, 2020
Sunday, December 27, 2020

Christmas
Luke 2:1-20
The Birth of Jesus
The Evangelist said: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them. This the truth. Peace be with you.

Mass
Schedule

Saturday
4:30 pm
Sunday
10:00am

Live Streaming weekly mass at
4:30 and video streaming our
weekly Divine Liturgy and Spiritual Reflections on our church’s
YouTube link.
Please share:
https:youtu.be/6XQMZYRpqt0

Please follow us
Please follow our
on
Instagram
St_maron_ church

on

Facebook
Saint Maron
Church-Torrington

page

Meet your Pastoral
Team
Fr. Tony Mouanes
Pastoral Administrator
860-489-9015
Steven Marcus
Deacon
David Leard
Deacon

Important Message!
Due to the increased positivity rate of Covid19 we will be suspending Bingo until after the new year. The wellbeing of our
players and staff are paramount and is our main concern. A
heartfelt thank you to our Bingo volunteers who have kept
Friday night open for these past months. Your commitment
and dedication to our parish does not go unnoticed. You have
helped the church in these fiscally difficult times and we are
thankful to have you. We wish you all a happy and healthy
Christmas Season and hope to see you in the New Year .

Paul Comeau
Subdeacon
Organist
Melanie Libby
Pastoral Council
Dr. Jorge Baujin
Chris Comeau
Jaime Lemieux
Mike Soliani
Finance Committee
Annesa Borla
Robert Peters
Phyllis Peters
Janet Recidivi
Sam Slaib

Collections
Saturday: $480.00
Sunday: $528.00
2nd Collection: 353.00
Annual Appeal: $750.00
Annual Appeal To Date: $ 7270.00

Christmas flower Offerings
thank you all for your Christmas Flower offerings. Your generosity will help enhance the beauty of our church. throughout
this sacred season.
Sincerely, Father Tony Mouanes
God Bless

Sacraments
Baptism and
Confirmation:
Please contact the priest ASAP
after the birth of your child.

Please Notice: The Church front steps will be closed for the winter to
ensure our safety. Please use the Hall entrance to gain access to the
Church. Thank you.

Please continue to express your love and support
for your Church

Reconciliation: Before or after 1– By mailing your weekly envelopes to the Church office
2– By setting up online automatic payments with your bank,
Liturgy or by appt.

3– By donating online following the link below.

Marriage: Couples must contact the Priest six months before

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTM4NjQ=/
selection

Christmas message from Fr Tony
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Wishing you and your loved ones a happy blessed season of
Christmas. Please be assured of my thoughts and prayers for all of you. During this holy season of
Christmas may we all grow closer to the new born king. May Jesus bless you with good health and
peace. If there is anything you need during this trying time please know I am here for you.
Merry Christmas,
Fr Tony

St. Maron Church 4th Annual Appeal
This is very difficult letter to write, because I haven’t even met all of you properly yet. But, as you all
are very aware, these are difficult and unique times.
I ask you to help with St. Maron’s Fourth Annual Collection – a
$10,000
collection that is an integral and imperative part of our budget.
The collection is even more imperative now as due to COVID19 we have not been
able to sponsor all the usual breakfasts, dinners or fundraisers, which are also so
necessary for us financially. Our goal for this year’s appeal is at least $10,000.
Please consider a pledge of $200 to help get us there. If $200 is too much,
$7,270.00
please give what you can.
Prior to these days of Covid, our fundraisers helped not only with our material
needs, but they also kept us close together and reminded us that we are a beautiful
family – a family I am longing to meet and get to know. I want you to know that
while we are kept apart, I am praying for every one of you daily. In addition, if
there
is any way I can help you, please call me at the church at 860-489-9015.
Please send your contributions check, made payable to Saint Maron Church and mail it to:
613 North Street, Torrington, CT, 06790.
Sincerely in Christ,
Father Tony Mouanes

Liturgical Intentions
and
Holiday Mass Schedule
Thursday December 24, 2020 at 4:30pm: Christmas Eve
For the private intentions of the parishioners & friends of St. Maron Church
Friday December 25, 2020 at 10:00am: Christmas
For the private intentions of the parishioners & friends of St. Maron Church
Saturday December 26, 2020 at 4:30pm:
For the wellbeing of all Gods children during this Pandemic
Sunday December 27, 2020 at 10:00am:
Memorial mass for Mary P. Dreisbach requested by her daughter Rae Cameron

Dates To Remember
On Thursday, December 24, 2020 the liturgy will be held at 4;30pm
On Friday, December 25, 2020 the liturgy will be held at 10:00am
On Saturday, December 26, 2020 the liturgy will be held at 4;30pm
On Sunday, December 27, 2020 the liturgy will be held at 10:00am
On Saturday, January 2, 2021 the liturgy will be held at 4;30pm
On Sunday, January 3, 2021 the liturgy will be held at 10:00am

FAREWELL FROM DEACON DAVID
35 years ago Marilyn and I came to St. Maron’s Church as a young married couple expecting our first child. We were not originally from the Torrington
area. We were not Lebanese, and had never heard of the Maronite Catholic Church. I have to thank my longtime business partner and good friend, Sam Slaiby, for
suggesting that we come to St. Maron’s to see if we might like it. We were warmly welcomed with open arms by the pastor, Father Larry, and by so many of the
parishioners. We immediately fell in love with St. Maron’s and have been here ever since. Some of those parishioners in our early years who were so warm and caring to us were pillars of the church like Mike and Nellie Nejaime, Joe and Carmela Savopolos, George and Vera Balakgie, Eddie and June Nejaime, and Maurice and
Ninette Barakat. As time went on, we met many more of you wonderful people. We have always been so impressed with the character of our parishioners here.
Through the years, we baptized and raised our three children here, all of whom served as altar servers for many years. As time went on, we became more
and more involved in this parish. Eventually, almost 10 years ago, I was honored to be ordained here as a Subdeacon, and about 2 1/2 years ago was ordained as a
Deacon. It has been such a privilege and a pleasure to serve you as a Subdeacon and Deacon. During these past 10 years we as a parish have celebrated and accomplished many great things. A few of the highlights were planning, funding and completing a $1.4 million renovation of the church, hosting the relics of St. Sharbel,
and celebrating the 100th anniversary of this parish. But also not to be forgotten are all the lesser-known things that so many of you do for our parish, and without
which we would not be who we are. And I would be remiss if I did not thank my wife Marilyn for raising our family here with me, supporting me in my role as Subdeacon and Deacon, and for many years working hard on the Christmas Angel program.
But that young couple that came here 35 years ago are now a grandma and a grandpa. Our children have all moved away. Two of our children and our two
grandchildren are in the Boston area. The time has come for Marilyn and I to retire, and move closer to them. So at the end of this year we will be retiring, moving to
southern New Hampshire, and providing a lot of the childcare for our two grandchildren. Temporarily, I hope to be assisting as a deacon at St. Anthony’s Maronite
Church in Lawrence, Massachusetts. Once we find a permanent home, hopefully I will be able to serve as a deacon in either Dover, NH, Lawrence, MA, or Boston,
MA.
We will miss all of you greatly. This has been our church for virtually all
of our adult lives. We think of you as family. Change is always difficult. But it is
time for a new phase of life for us as grandparents. We are comforted by the fact
that you will be well served by Fr. Tony, Deacon Steve and Subdeacon Paul; farewell my dear brothers in Christ. And eventually we hope to see Mike Soliani ordained here as a subdeacon.
So keep welcoming the stranger, keep feeding the hungry, keep comforting those who suffer. I ask God to grant all of you the grace, wisdom and strength
to carry on the good work here at St. Maron’s that has been going on now for over
100 years. And we hope to come back and see you again from time to time. As we
say in our final prayer of farewell to the altar: “I leave you in peace, o holy altar of
God, and I hope to return to you in peace.“ May the peace of Christ be with all of
you, especially during this blessed Christmas season.

Deacon David

