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Liturgical
Schedule

Saturday 4:30pm
Sunday 10:00AM
Bingo Nights
Monday & Friday
6:00PM

February 23, 2020

Entrance to Lent
Miracle of Cana in Galilee
Pg. 176

John 2:1-11
On the third day there
was a wedding in Cana
in Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was
Sacraments
there. Jesus and his disBaptism and Confirmation: ciples were also invited
Please contact the priest
to the wedding. When
ASAP after the birth of your
the wine ran short, the
child.
mother of Jesus said to
Reconciliation: Before or af- him, "They have no
ter Liturgy or by appointment. wine." (And) Jesus said
Marriage: Couples must
to her, "Woman, how
contact the Priest six months does your concern affect
before the wedding.
me? My hour has not
yet come." His mother
Meet your
said to the servers,
David
Pastoral
"Do whatever he tells
Leard
team
you." Now there were
Deacon
six stone water jars
Fr. Tony
there for Jewish
Paul
ceremonial washings,
Saab
Comeau
each holding twenty to
Pastor
Subdeacon thirty gallons. Jesus told them, "Fill the jars with water." So
Steven
they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, "Draw some
out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it. And
Marcus
Melanie
when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become
Deacon
Libby
wine, without knowing where it came from (although the
Organist
servers who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter
Soloist
called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves
good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an
Stations and
inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now."
Adoration of the Cross
Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee
Every Friday
and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe
at 07:00pm
in him. This is the Truth. Peace be with you.

Liturgical Intentions
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/29
3/1
3/7
3/8
3/14
3/15
3/21
3/22
3/28
3/29

Weekly Collection

Third Anniversary Mass for Charlie Nader, requested by his wife
and children
WEDDING AT CANA: ENTRANCE TO LENT
ASH MONDAY
Liturgy and distribution of Ashes at 7:00pm
Anniversary Mass for Jorge and Celina Nejaime,
requested
by their daughters
Emilio Delgrande, by their family
Kathleen and Susan Kelly, by their family
Carmela Marino, by Paul and Chris Comeau
Tony and Giovanni Matrascia,
by Sam and Jane Slaiby
Birthday remembrance Bertha Gonzalez Nejaime,
by Gary and Janet Fleet

G. Harley and Violet Curtis, by Sam and Jane Slaiby
Gen and Nick Zampaglione and the Malham and Zampaglione
families,
By Linda and Sal Rinaldi
Raymond Simpson, by Sam and Jane Slaiby

Saturday
1st Collection $940.00
Sunday
1st Collection $810.00

Eparchial Bishop Appael
$245.00
Monday Bingo:
Sealed Tickets:

$230.50
$60.00

Friday Bingo: $567.00
Sealed Tickets: $110.00

Upcoming Second
Special Collection
Feb 23
Monthly
Offering
Feb 24
ASH
MONDAY
March 8
Monthly

Mark Your Calendars

Monday Feb. 24: Ash Monday
Liturgy and distribution of Ashes at 7:00pm
Fridays of the Season of Lent:
Stations and Adoration of the Cross
Weds. March 4: Exposition of the Shroud of Turin
Saturday March 21: Our parish Women retreat
Sunday April 5: Hosanna Sunday
Weds. April 8: Rite of the Lamp Blessing with holy Oil
Thursday April 9:
Thursday of the Mysteries (Holy Thursday)
Friday April 10:
Friday of the Great Crucifixion (Goof Friday)
Saturday April 11: Saturday of the Great Light
Sunday April 12:
The Glorious Resurrection of the Lord (Easter)

Why Ash Monday instead of
Ash Wednesday?

The Maronite Catholic Lenten season begins with the “Entrance into Great Lent”
on Cana Sunday. The fast begins on Ash
Monday because Maronites do not fast on
Sundays, the Holy day of the Lord. In the
Western Syriac tradition the Ash Monday
Lenten Liturgy was originally the
“Monday of oil”.
Oil is used for purification and is referred
to in many contexts. The Syriac writer
consistently refer to it. “Stained bodies
are anointed with the sanctifying oil with
a view to expiation. They are purified but
not destroyed. They descend marked by
sin and arise pure as a child” (St
Ephrem).
The Maronite Church, influenced by Ash
Wednesday in the Latin Church, has later
adopted into the Monday liturgy the
blessing and distribution of the Ashes.
Which brings us to another question.
Why is the Great Lent for Maronite’s
more than forty days?
The forty days originates from Jesus’s
forty days in the wilderness.
“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he was
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he
was hungry.” Luke 4:1-2
The Maronite Church commemorates the
temptation of Jesus in the wilderness on
the fortieth day of Maronite Lent (it has
its own Liturgy). That falls on the Friday
before Hosanna Sunday (Palm Sunday for
Roman Catholics). From Cana Sunday to
temptation Friday in the week of Bartimaeus the Blind we get exactly 40 days.
The next day we enter Passion Week with
Lazarus Saturday, which is really its own
Liturgical period and separate from the 40
days.

The liturgical use of Ashes originates in the
Old Testament times. Ashes symbolized mourning, mortality, and penance. For instance, in the
Book of Esther, Mordecai put on sackcloth and
ashes when he heard of the decree of King
Ahasuerus (or Xerxes, 485-464 BC) of Persia to
kill all of the Jewish people in the Persian Empire (Est 4:1). Job (whose story was written between seventh and fifth centuries BC) repented
in sackcloth and ashes (Jb 42:6). Prophesying
the Babylonian captivity of Jerusalem, Daniel
(c. 550 BC) wrote, "I turned to the Lord God,
pleading in earnest prayer, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes" (Dn 9:3). In the 5th century BC, after Jonah's preaching
of conversion and repentance, the town of Ninevah proclaimed a fast and
put on sackcloth, and the king covered himself with sackcloth and sat in
the ashes (Jon 3:5-6). These Old Testament examples evidence both a
recognized practice of using ashes and a common understanding of their
symbolism.
Jesus Himself also made reference to ashes: Referring to towns that refused to repent of sin although they had witnessed the miracles and heard
the good news, our Lord said, "If the miracles worked in you had taken
place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have reformed in sackcloth and ashes long ago" (Mt 11:21).
The early Church continued the usage of ashes for the same symbolic
reasons.
In the Middle Ages (at least by the time of the eighth century), those who
were about to die were laid on the ground on top of sackcloth sprinkled
with ashes. The priest would bless the dying person with holy water, saying, "Remember that thou art dust and to dust thou shalt return." After
the sprinkling,
In all of these examples, the symbolism of mourning, mortality, and penance is clear.
Eventually, the use of ashes was adapted to mark the beginning of Lent,
the 40-day preparation period (not including Sundays) for Easter. The
In our present liturgy for Ash Monday, we use ashes made from the
burned palm branches distributed on the Palm Sunday of the previous
year. The priest blesses the ashes and imposes them on the foreheads of
the faithful, making the sign of the cross and saying, "Remember, man
you are dust and to dust you shall return," or "Turn away from sin and be
faithful to the Gospel." As we begin this holy season of Lent in preparation for Easter, we must remember the significance of the ashes we have
received: We mourn and do penance for our sins. We again convert our
hearts to the Lord, who suffered, died and rose for our salvation. We renew the promises made at our baptism, when we died to an old life and
rose to a new life with Christ. Finally, mindful that the kingdom of this
world passes away, we strive to live the kingdom of God now and look
forward to its fulfillment in Heaven. In essence, we die to ourselves, and
rise to a new life in Christ.
As we remember the significance of these ashes and strive to live it during this time of Lent, we must allow the Holy Spirit to move us to charity
toward our neighbors. Our Holy Father said, "It is my fervent hope that
believers will find this Lent a favorable time for bearing witness to the
Gospel of charity in every place, since the vocation to charity is the heart
of all true evangelization." He also lamented that our "age, regrettably is
particularly susceptible to the temptation toward selfishness which always lurks within the human heart. ...An excessive desire for possessions
prevents human beings from being open to their Creator and to their
brothers and sisters."

