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Office hours at the rectory
Liturgies
Wednesday through Friday:
Saturday at 4:30 P.M.
9:00am- 1:00pm
Sunday at 10:00 A.M. For urgent Calls : 860-725-2924
Please be patient. We have no secretary. Please call the office before visiting.
===========
Bingo Nights
Sacraments:
Mondays and Fridays
Baptism and Confirmation: Please contact the priest
5.00PM
ASAP after the birth of the child.

Reconciliation: Before or after Liturgy or by appointment.
Please visit our Website Marriage: Couples must contact the Priest six months
www.saintmaronchurch.org
before the wedding.

Luke 3:15-22 The Baptism of Jesus
The Evangelist said: As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news
to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s
wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by shutting up John in
prison. Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

Upcoming Special collections
January 7, 2018: Utility fund (Heat oil)
January 14, 2018:Utility Fund (Snow removal)
January 21, 2018: Worldwide Charities
January 28, 2018: Monthly Offering
February 04, 2018: Eparchial charities appeal

Weekly Offertory Collection
Weekend of January 1, 2018
Saturday Collection $369.00
Sunday Collection $575.00
New year Collections: $382.00
Monday Bingo 12/25 $0 No Bingo
Friday Bingo 12/29 $456.00

Parishioners at St. Matthew’s Church in Marsala (Sicily) were asked by Fr. Alessandro Palermo, a 30-yearold parish priest, to bring their smart phones and tablets to church for a
special benediction this year before Christmas on the feast of St. Lucy:
“With the advent of the Internet, social media and the technological revolution, mobile phones have become very important, we keep them always
with us.”
Indeed, as we well know, the eyes of young and old, from elementary school students to grandparents, are glued to these devices. In Nineteen Eighty-Four, George Orwell predicted this ominous development.
Big Brother says: “The people will not revolt. They will not look up from their screens long enough to notice
what’s happening.” Cardinal Robert Sarah calls such distraction “the dictatorship of noise” – overuse and
abuse of technology, especially smart phones, and the inability of people to discern good from evil, hurtful
from beneficial.
According to a Pew Research Center survey, 95 percent of Americans now own a mobile phone of
some kind. Misuse of a cell phone or smart phone can result in a number of physical problems: digital eyestrain, blurred vision, headache, and other symptoms.
But worse than physical damage, misuse of technology can cause moral damage. “Eyes and sight
must be educated, protected, trained even when we look at the screen of our mobile phone. It is not a
question of health (staring too much with your eyes on a screen can hurt people’s vision), but it is also a
moral issue,” explains Fr. Palermo.
In other words, smart phones can tempt us to evil thoughts through evil sight, so the eyes of the person who uses technology need protection and benediction. The tragedies caused by misuse of smart phones
have ruined lives and have caused even death. “That is why a blessing can do good, not to the phone but to
the people who use it,” said Fr. Palermo.
Excerpt from “The Faith and Reason institute”

Liturgical Intentions
1/6/18

Feast of the Glorious Epiphany
Friday 1/5/18 7:00 PM Feast of Epiphany Vigil
Saturday 1/6/18: 4:30 PM Feast of Epiphany vigil
Delia Leifert, requested by Jack and Marva Leifert
Rico Soliani, requested by his wife and children.

1/7/18
1/13
1/14

Special intentions
Elizabeth Zordan, requested by Jack and Marva Leifert
Cindy Fox, requested by Ronnie and Ron
Special intentions

Thank you so much for your weekly donations!
Thanks to your generosity, we are able to Cover our basic church’s monthly expenses.
However, cold days are here! That is why, we please ask you, if you are able, to

double your love and generous giving to God’s house,
ministry, Gospel, and church life. Thank you so much for your
continued support. May God reward your love and goodness,
and generosity.
The church Finance committee.

Please advertise here
Happy New Year 2018
Thank you to all our
sponsors!

